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SUB J : NPG MINISTERIAL: COMMUNIQUE 

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE 
CONCLUSION OF THE 185TH NPG MINISTERIAL MEETING; HAMBURG, 
JANUARY 21-22, 1976: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

NATO NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP FINAL COMMUNIQUE 

THE NATO NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP COMPOSED OF THE MINISTERS OF 
DEFENCE OF SEVEN NATO COUNTRIES ADJOURNED TODAY IN HAMBURG 
AFTER A TWO-DAY CONFERENCE. THIS 18TH OF THE REGULAR HALF- 
YEARLY NPG MEETING WAS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER LAST 
YEAR AND WAS POSTPONED IN ORDER TO PERMIT THE PARTICIPATION OF 
THE UNITED STATES SECRETARY OF DEFENCE. 

MINISTERS ATTENDING THE MEETING WERE MR. PAUL VANDEN BOEYNANTS, 
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BELGIUM; MR. ORLA MOLLER, DENMARK; MR. GEORG LEBER, FEDERAL 
REPUBLIC OF GERMANY; MR. ARNALDO FORLANI, ITALY; MR. FERIT 
MELEN, TURKEY; MR. ROY MASON, THE UNITED KINGDOM AND MR. 

DONALD RUMSFELD, THE UNITED STATES. THE CONFERENCE WAS CHAIRED 
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BY DR. JOSEPH M.A.H. LUNS, SECRETARY GENERAL OF NATO. 

CONTINUING THE PRACTICE FOLLOWED AT FORMER MEETINGS THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE NATO MILITARY COMMITTEE, ADMIRAL OF THE 
FLEET SIR PETER HILL-NORTON, THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER 
EUROPE (SACEUR), GENERAL ALEXANDER HAIG JR. AND THE SUPREME 
ALLIED COMMANDER ATLANTIC (SACLANT), ADMIRAL ISAAC C. KIDD 
WERE ALSO PRESENT. 

THE MEETING OPEND WITH A BRIEFING ON THE BALANCE OF STRATEGIC 
NUCLEAR FORCES ON THE LINES OF THOSE REGULARLY GIVEN BY THE 
UNITED STATES SECRETARY OF DEFENCE. MINISTERS DISCUSSED THE 
CONTINUING INCREASES IN SOVIET STRATEGIC NUCLEAR CAPABILITIES. 
THEY ALSO REVIEWED THE PROSPECTS FOR STABLISATION THROUGH 
STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATIONS. 

MINISTERS RESUMED EARLIER DISCUSSIONS ON THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE 
DEVELOPMENTS OF THE UNITED STATES' POLICY FOR THE EMPLOYMENT 
OF STRATEGIC NUCLEAR WEAPONS WHICH WERE ANNOUNCED IN 1974, 

AND HEARD A STATEMENT BY SACEUR ON PROGRESS WITH PLANNING 
IN THE FIELD OF THEATRE NUCLEAR DEFENCE OPTIONS. THEY RE- 
EMPHASIZED THAT IMPROVEMENTS IN NATO FLEXIBILITY AND SELECTIVITY 
IN RESPONSE ENHANCE THE NATO STRATEGY OF DETERRENCE. 

ON IMPROVEMENTS IN NATO'S THEATRE NUCLEAR POSTURE, MINISTERS 
CONTINUED DISCUSSIONS OF THE SUBJECTS RELATING TO NATO'S 
THEATRE NUCLEAR FORCES AS SET OUT IN THE THEATRE NUCLEAR FORCE 
POSTURE REPORT TO THE U.S. CONGRESS SUBMITTED IN 1975. THESE 
INCLUDE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF NATO'S PLANNING FOR GREATER 
FLEXIBILITY AND MORE OPTIONS. MINISTERS AGREED TO TAKE UP 
THESE DISCUSSIONS AGAIN AT THEIR NEXT MEETING. 

FOLLOWING ITS INCEPTION IN 1967, THE NPG PREPARED A NUMBER OF 
BASIC POLICY GUIDELINES (FOR EXAMPLE, ON ALLIANCE CONSULTATION 
AND ON INITIAL DEFENSIVE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS) AND THEN 
COMMISSIONED A NUMBER OF DETAILE STUDIES ON THE POSSIBLE 
DEFENSIVE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS BY NATO. MINISTERS AGREED ON 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR AN IMPORTANT NEW PHASE OF NPG WORK WHICH WILL 
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TAKE ACCOUNT OF THESE GUIDELINES AND STUDIES AND IS DESIGNED 
TO PRODUCE A CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF NATO POLICY FOR THE 
USE OF THEATRE NUCLEAR FORCES IN DEFENCE OF THE ALLIANCE. 

FINALLY, MINISTERS CONTINUED THEIR EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ABOUT NATO'S 
PROVISIONS FOR NUCLEAR CONSULTATION ON THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF 
MUTUAL DEFENCE. THEY AGREED TO SOME PROCEDURAL IMPROVEMENTS 
IN THIS FIELD AND DIRECTED THAT THESE SHOULD BE TESTED IN 
RELATED FUTURE NATO EXERCISES. 

MINISTERS AGREED THAT THE NEXT NPG MINISTERIAL MEETING WOULD BE 
HELD IN THE SPRING OF 1976. THE DATE AND PLACE WILL BE 
DECIDED LATER. END TEXT.BRUCE 
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